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FROM THE EDITOR | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


Gift Me MI Your Lovin’ 


I’m not gonna lie: one of my favorite, favorite, favorite times of 
the year is the holiday season. I love all of the family togetherness, 
the cheerful ambiance, and—natch—the sugar overload, but the best 
part to me has to be gift shopping for friends and family. And I take it 
seriously. Damn it, I go all out, and I make sure that my presents are 
the best presents at the family Christmas gathering. Fight me. 

And for those of you like me, I try to find my gifts from a diverse 
array of sources in order to find the most unique presents for my 
crew. In the rainbow community, it’s certainly important to support 


companies that are GLBT-owned or GLBT-friendly, so as the holiday 


rush arrives, Lavender has put together 2018’s Holiday Gift Guide to 
put a spotlight on a treasure trove of great gift ideas. 

Check out amazing gift ideas in the realms of fashion, pets, food, 
sports, books and more, and make the holidays even happier for that 
special someone in your life! 

On top of that, we meet Dr. Gerald Gurss, the new artistic director 
of the Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus. So on behalf of everyone here 
at Lavender, happy hunting for your holiday treasures, and have a 


happy and safe holiday season! Ш 


чы 


ГЕ 
ios 
2 EE 199352 


Free $25 Gift Card! 


when you buy $100 in gift cards 


season for the cheezin' 
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AWORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


In the Spirit of Giving 


Eventually, one has fewer intimates to whom one gives gifts, less spon- 
dulix to lavish on them, and, like you, they already have everything they 
need—and often much more. Moreover, even best friends, and certainly 
family, don’t always share the same tastes. “An antique silver cow cream- 
er! How...thoughtful. You shouldn’t have...” 

And you shouldn't. But how to pare down? If you're planning to actually 
get together with loved ones, I'd wager everyone would balk at the sug- 
gestion they sit around the fire writing out checks. 

Food has always made safe gifting, and it's been hard to go wrong with 
unique coffees, luscious truffles, or other tidbits of the recipient's fanta- 
sies. Today, however, you may discover that Aunt May is vegan, recoiling 
at her once-loved wild salmon treats, Uncle Louie is totally keto, and your 
sister's religiously gluten-free. A gifting minefield. 

My list—those precious few—and I have become more pragmatic, ask- 
ing directly, “What would you like?" or more subtly, “Would you like a ...?" 
This latter approach, in full disclosure, may contain unexpected pitfalls 


and surprises. At my last birthday, when a close friend asked at if I'd like 
an Instant Pot, I jumped at the idea; everyone is raving about theirs, and I 
pictured corned beef briskets rising in perfection from the waters in under 
an hour. As I type, it sits gleaming on my counter. Unused. I'm afraid of it. 
Belatedly, I recalled why I never took up canning back in the ‘70s with my 
never-used pressure cooker. 

A childhood chum and I talk on the phone weekly. About this time of 
year, one of us asks the other, “What card?" and we exchange choices, 
receive notice of their existence, and at the appropriate time buy exactly 
what we want. I used to scour the Internet for arcane jigsaw puzzles for 
her, but learned that, like Meerschaum pipes, they're very user-specific. 
It's fun post-holiday to share what we got and thank one another. 

Wherever you are on the gifting spectrum this season, for whichever 
holiday, I wish you good fortune not only for your celebration, but in the 
choice of your giving. There are also many programs and agencies that 
need help year-round, and even I keep a couple on my list. Ё 
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CLUBS & MUSIC | BY KASSIDY TARALA 


Preaching 
To The Choir 
(Literally) 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus welcomes new 
artistic director Dr. Gerald Gurss. 


He’s not in Kansas anymore. Dr. Gerald Gurss, Twin 
Cities Gay Men’s Chorus’ new artistic director, has loved 
music since he was a child in small-town Kansas, watch- 
ing Hee-Haw every Saturday night with his father. With 
a mother who frequently sang solos in church and per- 
formed in a gospel trio at various state fairs, Gurss grew up 
in a world centered around music. 

“Being a choir geek in high school really propelled me 
to want to keep pursuing that love in college. I was a dual 
major in voice performance and music education for two 
years. After having to observe elementary music classes, I 
was cured, and I only wanted to be a performance major. 
Bless anybody who teaches children. They aren’t getting 
paid nearly enough,” Gurss says. “I went straight into a 
master’s program in voice at Miami University of Ohio, 
where I learned that I really loved conducting more than 
performing. I became the assistant conductor of the Miami 
University Men’s Glee and served as chorus master for 
the MU opera.” 

Before moving to the Twin Cities in August, 

Gurss took his conducting to Columbia, 

South Carolina where he attended the 

University of South Carolina, earning | d 
a doctorate in choral conducting with 


Gerald Gurss earned a doctorate in choral conducting at the 
University of South Carolina. Photo courtesy of Gerald Gurss 


Texas to sing with the Turtle Creek Chorale, which is where I 

met Tim Seelig for the first time," Gurss says. “Not only was he 

handsome, but he was also the most amazing conductor. 

Right then, I decided that I wanted to be a conduc- 

tor like him. I sang with Heartland from 1999 to 

2002, and then I rejoined after returning from grad 

school in Ohio, and I sang with them again until 
2008." 

When Gurss moved to South Carolina, he con- 


ducted One Voice Chorus, an SATB (soprano/alto/ 
research focused on the pedagogy Do. 
; й tenor/bass) chorus, апа he served as their director 
of transgender singers in the choral > . i . 
reliearsal # from 2008 to 2018. During that time, he says he really 


began to cultivate his calling to serve the GALA (Gay 
And Lesbian Association) chorus community. Ten years 
later, he landed in the frozen North. 
While worked with One Voice Chorus, Gurss attended 
a GALA leadership conference where he met Stan Hill, the 
TCGMC director at the time. 


Gurss says it was difficult to ex- 
press his sexuality in his hometown in Kansas, 
so he had to drive two hours away to participate in 
his first gay choir, hoping that no one back home 
would know about it. 

“At the first rehearsal, I had my eyes opened | 
to about 150 different examples of what it meant " 
to be gay. ‘Maybe it'll all be okay after all,’ I | 


Dr. Gerald Gurss is the new artistic director of the Twin Cities Gay 
thought. I remember we traveled down to Dallas, 


Men's Chorus. Photo by Deborah Triplett 
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“I instantly loved him and his imp- 
ish sense of humor. ‘Here’s my people,’ I 
thought. Throughout my time with One 
Voice, I continued to follow TCGMC and 
their fantastic commissions. I loved their 
commitment to artistic excellence. I pro- 
grammed their commission, 'Oliver Button 
is a Sissy', and I own the recordings of my 
favorite other two commissions: "Through 
a Glass, Darkly’ and ‘Two Boys Kissing.’ 
When the artistic director position was 
announced, I knew our artistic and social 
values aligned, so I applied. I’m honored to 
lead this amazing community of singers,” 
Gurss says. 

He says leading TCGMC is a “weekly 
high.” With rehearsals every Tuesday, 
Gurss says he leaves each week musically 
and emotionally fulfilled by the energy the 
chorus puts into creating “not only the best 
possible product, but also the best possible 
choral community where many feel like it’s 
a home as well as a chorus.” He says he 
once had a straight ally explain the impor- 
tance of TCGMC the best. 

“She said, ‘When you know someone’s 
heart, and you see their face, it’s hard to be 
afraid of them.’ I believe a lot of the bigotry, 
racism, homophobia, transphobia, and hate 
exists because people believe antiquated 
and controlling messages passed down to 
them from people who were also afraid,” 
Gurss says. "TCGMC offers one such face. 
We comfort and entertain the LGBTQA 
community with our music as well as ed- 
ucate and commune with our allies and 
those who seek to know how to be allies." 

Gurss says TCGMC is getting ready for 
several exciting upcoming events including 
the 2020 GALA Chorus Festival, which will 
be hosted in the Twin Cities, and the open- 
ing of this season with *A Million Reason 
to Believe", which is a holiday-themed con- 
cert woven together with threads of music 
by Lady Gaga. Gurss says this concert will 
also feature a brand new World AIDS Day 
piece, which he wrote for TCGMC. 

"TCGMC rounds up its concert season 
with a spin on the timeless game show 
Hollywood Squares. We're calling it Stiletto 
Squares! The theme of this show will be the 
music of the great pop music divas from 
the 1950s to 2018," Gurss says. “Audience 
members will compete for fabulous prizes 
and be highly entertained by this high-en- 
ergy, high-hilarity season closer!" 

For more information about TCGMC 
concerts, visit tcgmc.org. Ё 
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SA Моц савод te 


December 7-9, 2018 - Ted Mann Concert Hall 


А Million Reasons to Believe will feature holiday favorites and pop songs 

*- some of them mashed together - highlighting our new Artistic Director, 
Dr. Gerald Gurss' music arranging talents for men's chorus. We'll reflect on 
WorldAIDS Day and ourownroots inresponse to the AIDS crisis of the early 
19805 with an original composition by Dr. бигѕѕ. We hope to give all of us « 
“А Million Reasons to Believe" in the spirit of the holiday season! 


U of M Tickets & Events: 
612-624-2345 or tickets.umn.edu К 
orus: 


Adults: $25-$53 * 12 & Under: 5096 off 612-339-7664 tcgmc.org f м 
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1. ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD 
ARE HIGH 

(O HOLY CRAP!) 

Through Jan. 26 

Brave New Workshop Theatre, 
824 Hennepin Ave.Minneapolis 
612-332-6620 


The region's premiere comedy 
theater, now in its 60th year, 
delivers its annual holiday show 
with a great big Christmas bow. 
Always a big hit, you'll hear 
The 12 Days of Christmas like 
you've never heard it before. 
New sketches and old ones 
make for irreverent fun. Veteran 
collaborators Lauren Anderson, 
Taj Ruler, and Denzel Belin are 
joined by Doug Neithercott, 
who is making his BNW debut. 
There is no acting troupe in the 
area whose comic timing and 
mischievous imagination is as 
sharp and as wild as these pros. 
But be warned—and they'll tell 
you this themselves—you may 
be offended. That's just a part of 
their M.O.! 


2. CHRISTMAS WITH CANTUS 
Dec.13-23 

Various Metro Area Locations 
612-435-0055 


The thrilling all-male a capella 
vocal ensemble that sings in 
what's called TTBB (tenor, tenor, 
baritone, bass) is beloved for 
their vast mastery of all kinds of 
music. Christmastime is a won- 
derful opportunity to bask in their 
grasp of classical church music 
and carols. This season, you'll 
hear work inspired by Lessons 
and Carols, which was organized 
by Edward White Benson, who 
would become the Archbishop 
of Canterbury. What you'll hear 
is a modern take titled Festival 
of Nine Lessons and Carols, 
re-imagined for contemporary 
times. 


3. HANDMADE HOLIDAYS & 
TOM'S 

CHRISTMAS FISH 

Through Jan. 13 

American Swedish Institute, 
2600 Park Ave.Minneapolis 
612-871-4907 
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By John Townsend 


The American Swedish Institute, 
located in the majestic Turnblad 
Mansion, features an exhibition 
and decorated rooms from the 
five Nordic countries, as well 

as works by Minnesotans and 
invited guest artists from the 
Czech Republic. Hand-blown 
glass pieces comprise a specially 
commissioned work in a tree 
shape. Danish handcrafts include 
beaded snowflakes, cross-stitch 
hangings and runners in the Den- 
mark Room along with Danish 
Teak furniture classics. 

Of course, it has been said bil- 
lions of times that Christmas is 
for children, and by extension, 
the child within all of us. So catch 
Tom's Christmas Fish inspired 

by the Swedish mother-daughter 
duo of author Rita Tornqvist 

and illustrator MaritTornqvist. 

A Christmas booth serves as an 
interactive element in which kids 
and adults can pretend to be a 
baker, a fishmonger, or an artist. 


4. HOLIDAY INN, THE NEW 
IRVING BERLIN MUSICAL 
Through Feb. 23 

Chanhassen DinnerTheatres 
Main Stage, 501 W. 78th St. 
Chanhassen 

952-934-1525 


The nation's flagship dinner the- 
ater company offers a very recent 
stage musical adaptation of a 
classic vintage film. Holiday Inn, 
The New Irving Berlin opened on 
Broadway two years ago after 
premiering to raves at Con- 
necticut's esteemed Goodspeed 
Opera House. Based on the 

1942 Bing Crosby/Fred Astaire 
movie, Holiday Inn offers a song 
and dance trio facing internal 
differences. But of course that's 
nothing that a brand new start 
with a new vision on a Con- 
necticut farm can't fix! You'll hear 
some fantastic tunes with lots of 
nostalgic charge: "Blue Skies; 
“Cheek to Cheek’ and two classic 
holiday tunes, "White Christmas" 
and "Easter Parade"! How fes- 
tive is that? The marvelous Ann 
Michels leads a stellar cast that 
includes Michael Gruber, Jessica 
Fredrickson, and Tony Vierling. 


! 


B 


MidModMen+friends 
2401 University Avenue W. 
St. Paul, MN 55114 
MidModMen.com 
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NEW GILD 


Bespoke wedding and engagement jewelry as 
well as a dazzling array of ready-to-wear 
engagement rings and gifts of fine jewelry 


4250 Upton Ave S Mpls, MN 55410 612.402.0561 www.newgild.com 
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5. KATIE MCMAHON'S CELTIC 
CHRISTMAS 

Dec. 21 at 7:30 pm 

O'Shaughnessy Auditorium at St. Cath- 
erine University, 2004 Randolph Ave., St. 
Paul 

651-690-6700 


If you want to experience something 
splendid and beautiful, then get thee to St. 
Kate's and lose yourself in the transcendent 
mystical vocals of Katie McMahon live! She 
is in a class by herself. This promises to 

be the quintessential traditional Christmas 
performance of the season. Known as the 
original voice of Riverdance and as Min- 
nesota's own "Celtic Woman; McMahon 
captures the spirit with an ethereal delicacy 
beyond description. 


6. LES MISÉRABLES 

Dec. 18-30 

Orpheum Theatre, 910 Hennepin Ave., 
Minneapolis 

800-982-2787 


Direct from its acclaimed two-and-half-year 
Broadway run, Les Mis looms as a majestic 
musical forged in passion, redemption, 
love, and class struggle. Based on the Vic- 
tor Hugo novel, it may even be more pre- 
scient in our time than it was in the 1980s 
when the musical first took the world by 
storm. Hugo was inspired to write his 1862 
masterwork in the late 1820s when he saw 
aman being arrested for stealing a loaf of 
bread. The story reminds us that years after 
the French Revolution, its aftershocks still 
gave way to injustice and continuous social 
disarray. How fitting that the musical’s 
most famous song is the achingly resplen- 
dent "| Dreamed a Dream". 


7. MISS RICHFIELD 1981: BORN AGAIN 
Nov. 30-Dec. 22 

ШивіопТһеагег, 528 Hennepin Ave., 
Minneapolis 

612-339-4944 


Russ King dons the persona of the fabulous 
Miss Richfield 1981 to find a new religion 
to bring our divided world together. With 
all new songs and videos, along with audi- 
ence activities, it assures us that people of 
all faiths are welcome in the hope of a new 
universal unity. The Twin Cities treasure has 
become a national treasure and summer 
fixture at the Pilgrim House in the gay 
mecca of Provincetown. When you think of 
all the famous beauty queens who came 
out of the Land of 10,000 Lakes, surely 
Miss Richfield is the most colorful! 
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Natural . Free Made 
Nutrition Easy Home Monthly 
Resource Delivery 


I5 YOUR PETS FOOD FRESH? 


Pet Wants delivers high- quality nutrition in 
every bowl We are committed to 
improving the life of your pet. Pet Wants 
has a nutrition expert on staff to Find 
the best natural chews, treats, and Food 
to Fit your pet's individual needs. 


PET WANTS MSP SOUTHERN METRO 
651-955-6260 
www PetVWantsMSPSouthernMetro.com 
10% OFF FIRST ORDER 


COUPON CODE: АМО 


| SOY CANDLE | 
1 THEBURLAPEAG | 


THE 
CLEC TOR: 
etus 


www.electricfetus.com 


M-F: 9-9 - Sat: 9-8 - Sun: 11-6 


*Restrictions — See store for details. 


| Mpls - 2000 4th Ave S - 612.870.9300 | 


BEST WISHES FLORAL 


Your Floral Design Specialists! 
Special Events • Weddings • Funerals • Deliveries 
Wire Service Available! 


WWW.BWFLORAL.COM 


689 WINNETKA AVE. N. * GOLDEN VALLEY, MN 55427 
763.593.1777 • TOLL FREE: 888.893.7950 • INFO@BWFLORAL.COM 


BUY $50 GIFT CARD, 
GET $15 FREE 


redrabbitmn.com | redcowmn.com 


stop in or buy online 
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* 


Not valid on green tag/sale priced items, coupon items, and/or 


with other promotions/sales. While supplies last. No rain/snow 
checks. Ends 12/19/18. 
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8. WHITE CHRISTMAS ON FILM WITH MAUD 
HIXSON IN CONCERT 

Nov. 29-Dec. 6 

HeightsTheatre, 3951 Central Ave. NE, Columbia Heights 
763-789-4992 


White Christmas was the first movie made in Vista-Vision. Paramount 
Studios used twice the surface area of the standard 35 mm print. 

This sumptuous 1954 box office blockbuster, drenched in gorgeous 
Technicolor, features four musical legends at their height: Bing Crosby, 
Rosemary Clooney (George's aunt), Danny Kaye, and Vera-Ellen. The 
gifted Maud Hixson will sing a 20-minute live concert beforehand 

with accompaniment by Rick Carlson. The historic Heights Theater, 
established 1926, is an experience unto itself. It's an actual movie palace 
made to order for that consummate film director, Michael Curtiz, who 
also gave us The Adventures of Robin Hood, Santa Fe Trail, Casablanca, 
and Mildred Pierce. And though the Heights was established in 1926 
during the silent era, its silver screen aura is ideal a half century-plus 
later for the widescreen concept that took off in the 1950s. Their Wurlitzer 
organ and their sound system are also a major draw for film buffs and 
anyone who simply wants to lose themselves in a splendid old movie 
experience. There are few better ways to escape. 


9. THE WICKHAMS: CHRISTMAS AT PEMBERLEY 
Dec. 1-30 


Jungle Theater, 2951 Lyndale Ave., Minneapolis 
612-822-7063 


This year, a whole new holiday play re-imagines the Bennet residence 
of Jane Austen’s novel, Pride and Prejudice. The focus is on the servants 
who work downstairs in contrast to those they serve. Clearly there is a 
sense of class division that will make for comedy and commentary. The 
Wickhams: Christmas at Pemberley exists in the same vein as classic 
television series such as Upstairs, Downstairs and Downton Abbey. Co- 
commissioned by the Jungle Theater with theaters in Chicago and the 
Bay Area, playwrights Margot Melcon and Lauren Gunderson continue 
musing on the world they created in last year’s Jungle holiday treat, 
Miss Bennet. 


MINNESOTA 2 2 ORCHESTRA 


HOME jor the да Ж 
HOLIDAYS 


Dec 1-31 See full concert schedule online. 


С оте ENT the И, ' 
|. Dec 14-20 
Y 


Written and narrated 
by Kevin Kling 


зер 
Beauty: Beast 


[LC O N CERT 


Cole and | 
Me, starring "s. 
Gregory “ы 

Рог+ег 
Оес 1 


A Big Brassy Christmas 
with Charles Lazarus 


A 
E ) Film with 


M . LiveOrchestra | ANew Year Celebration M as 
` Dec22 | Dec 31 


Includ idnigh 
TWO PERFORMANCES | Includes a midnight countdown 
and champagne toast! 


minnesotaorchestra.org / 612-371-5656 / #mnorch HOO 


PHOTOS Home for the Holidays: Courtney Perry; Hicks & Lazarus: Travis Anderson Photo MARTINPATRICKZ 
Beauty and the Beast: Presentation made under license from Buena Vista Concerts, a division of ABC Inc. © 2015 Disney. All rights reserved. 


Gilt Quide 


Lb : | 
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'This Christmas, go gay. In a big way. 

Travel has always been a great gift, because 
unlike that cat calendar or set of Ginsu knives, 
it can't be used against you later. And travel is 
a gift with lasting impact, since you'll always 
have the memories. (That Beer Belly fanny 
pack? No one remembers where it went, and 
no one asks.) 

But even better is a gift of GAY travel. While 
we'd all like to believe that the world is a Marlo 
'Thomas Free to Be You and Me moment, it's 
not. And being gay at a straight resort or on 
a straight cruise, while better than it was 20 
years ago, can still mean that you find yourself 
being WAY less than authentic. On a trip for 
which you paid thousands of dollars. 

'That's why, every Christmas, my husband 
and I give each other the gift of an all-gay trip. 
(Sure, we also take straight cruises with his 
parents, where we get to hear captivating de- 
tails about hip replacements and how — 
hard it is to drive at night. But » 
it's the all-gay trip that we 
know we'll enjoy most.) 

We've done Rhine 
(Germany) and Dan- 
ube (Germany/ 
Austria and Rhone 
(France) river cruis- 
es, Mexico, Caribbe- 
an and Mediterranean 
ocean cruises, and a land 
tour of South Africa. And 
we've loved every big gay trip, 
for different reasons. 

The all-gay ocean cruises are essentially 
3,000-person boy (or girl buffets, and are 
super fun if you're 30 and looking to party all 
night in costumes that rely more on sluttiness 
than imagination. 

Less destination-focused, ocean cruises are 
mostly about excess. (A favorite story from 
friends of mine: one half of the couple left a top 
deck dance party and went down to his cabin to 
go to bed. Several hours later, there was a knock 
on the door. Two guys stood there, holding up 
his partner, whose pants were on backwards, 
and they said, “Does this belong to you?") 

'The all-gay river cruises and land tours, on 
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Ву Егіс Poole 


the other hand, 
tend to skew a bit 
older, and are all 
about exotic itin- 
eraries and mak- 
ing friends. Since 
your ship or tour 
group will only be 
anywhere from 40-200 
people, you have a chance 
to really get to know both your fel- 

low travelers and the destinations. 

Sure, there are still theme parties, but it’s 
less about having enough cocktails to make 
you go blind and more about having experienc- 
es that will make everyone back home blind 
with envy. For example, on our recent Rhine 
river cruise, one included tour was a tasting in 
a fabulous wine cellar under a castle in Austria. 
Which was a double bonus—booze and glam- 
our. (I should clarify that some gay river cruise 
and land tour operators, like the much-beloved 
Brand g Vacations, include unlimited adult bev- 
erages on most of their trips, so you can still go 
for that gold medal in partying.) 


|! 


Now, when it comes to giving a trip like this 
as a gift, unless you’re footing the whole bill 
and springing it on your unsuspecting partner, 
your Christmas tree ain’t gonna have a lot of 
surprises under it (since the two of you decided 
in advance on the trip). What I suggest, then, is 
to jazz things up with little destination-related 
gifts, like a travel guide, safari pants (for a sa- 
fari trip), a gift certificate for rehab (if it’s an 
ocean cruise), etc. 

If you’re anything like my husband and I, 
you probably work a LOT—which makes the 
gift of a trip that much more meaningful. Be- 
cause these gay vacations become an opportu- 
nity to have quality time together, to bond, and 
to remember that even though he leaves shit 
lying everywhere in the house, the two of you 
share a lasting love not only for travel, but for 
each other. 


Eric Poole is Director of Marketing for Brand.g Уаса- 
tions, the leading operator of all-GLBT, all -inelusive | 
river cruises and land tours. 


WOOD FIRE PIZZA 


96 BROADWAY ST. NE 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55413 


(612) 379-3028 
WWW.ELEMENTPIZZA.COM 


Bring this ad in and receive 1096 off your order. 


P Л over » 


"е paying Шина N 


ү PRACTICE AREAS INCLUDE: 
DIVORCE WILLS BANKRUPTCY 


Call for a FREE consultation with 
an experienced bankruptcy attorney 


MOSHIER 651-645-1211 


www.moshierbankruptcylaw.com 


We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code. 


S MOk E LESS 
"Great shop, great people." 


NE MINNEAPOLIS WOODBURY Monday-Saturday 10am-9pm 


514 East Hennepin Ave. 8470 City Centre Dr. : d mn 
BURNSVILLE BLOOMINGTON "el өрі dien. 
1607 County Rd. 42 W. 8563 Lyndale Ave. S. -217-455 


EVERY LIFE IS RICH WITH THESE AND MUCH MORE 


Memoirs are a True Treasure 


Cavitt Productions specializes 
in personal biographies 
and business histories, organizing 
lifetimes into page-turning novels, 


captivating photo books and exciting videos. 


Let us hetp you Mhare the gift of a lifetime. 


Biography, Photography 
and Videography services 


Contact us today for more information. 


612-759-8431 А | 
CavittProductions.com "c CONTACT EVENTS@WOMANSCLUB. ORG 


The Cavitt Sisters 


чь, 
~ = 410 Oak GROVE STREET 
(Олум ква i Minneapouis, MN 55403-3294 
avill Mroductions 


TO FIND OUT MORE 


612-813-5300 * FRONTDESK@WOMANSCLUB.ORG 


DE 
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1. ASSORTED TRUFFLES GIFT BOX TOWER 
You know what's awesome? Chocolate. You 
know what's even more awesome? A freak- 

ing TOWER of chocolate. From the fine folks 

at JustTruffles, this is the ultimate gift for 
someone with a serious sweet tooth. You can 
choose from a variety of over 40 handmade 
chocolate truffle flavors to fill up a tower of gift 
boxes for a total of 30 truffles. 

$143 

Just Truffles 


2. CHAMCHA WOOD WINE RACK 

A one of a kind, solid chamcha wood wine 
rack, this handsome and unique freestanding 
sculptural piece is perfect for any home. 
$699 

Habitation Furnishing + Design 


3. MID-CENTURY COCKTAIL SET 

Talk about glass with some serious class! This 
vintage silver cocktail set boasts eight tum- 
blers and an ice bucket in a special carrying 
rack. A perfect holiday gift just in time for New 
Year's festivities. 

$125 

MidModMen+friends 


4. TANGLETOWN GARDENS SYRUP AND 
HONEY 

Minneapolis’ own Tangletown Gardens isn't 
just known for its gardening mastery, but for 
its great selection of farm-fresh produce and 
groceries courtesy of its farm in Plato, MN. 
Complement your breakfast with their deli- 
cious syrup and honey selections. 

$12 for syrup, $8 for honey 

Tangletown Gardens 


5. NAMBE DAZZLE TOASTING FLUTES 
Ring in the new year with this gorgeous two- 
piece glass toasting flute set. These flutes rise 
out of polished silver plate bases with amazing 
dazzle designs, and you won't be able to imag- 
ine drinking champagne from anything else! 
$75 

Scheherazade Jewelers 


6. GRADIENT-STYLE WOOD CUTTING 
BOARDS 

Chop up those veggies in style with these 
awesome gradient-style wood cutting boards 
from Future Framing, crafted from American 
Cherry and Maple wood, expertly glued and 
coated with mineral oil to protect the wood. 
Choose from small, medium, and large-sized 
options. 

$25-45 

Future Framing 


Sometimes, the best gifts don't come in the 
form of electronics or clothes, but rather of- 
ferings that complement your inner enter- 
tainer. These gifts are perfect for when you 
host parties or need to enhance your kitchen 
to a new level of fabulosity. 


641 UNIVERSITY AVE NE 
MINNEAPOLIS 


——— 


> FLercueEr’s 


С cÀ ICE CREAM @) 
p 
% 


(ГШЕІЛЕГІГ 
DINE. DRINK. REPEAT. 


BUY $100 


GET $20 
BACK! 


f m from 
Бак BLACK FRIDAY 


dre. 
"o 


ep. 


бы, АЩ 


65 Main St SE, Minneapolis 
612.331.4544 
wildecafe.com - fb.com/wildecafe 


ШШЕ 115 SELBY NE, ST. PAUL, MN 00102 
292 АКАИ 


== 
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1. DINOSAUR BONE AND LAVA BEAD 
BRACELETS 

From Jewelry by Johan, these bracelets 
are a bad-to-the-bone gift for your special 
someone. These unisex bead bracelets 
feature five genuine dinosaur bone beads. 
Give the gift of the extraordinary to your 
someone extraordinary. 

$99 each, $179 for two 

Jewelry by Johan 


2. DIAMOND PLATINUM AND 18K 
GOLD NECKLACE 

From New Gild Jewelers, this incredible, 
Oscar-worthy neckwear features an 8.49 
carat natural fancy dark gray 

diamond (with a GIA Certificate) in a cus- 
tom made necklace featuring over 8 carats 
of brilliant white diamonds. This will surely 
be a gift you'll be glad you gave... until you 
have to find a gift next year. 

$29,990 

New Gild Jewelers 


3. HANDMADE WEDDING RING 

From New Gild Jewelers, these rings are 
handmade using lost wax casting and 
absolutely perfect for that special some- 
one. Whether you're about to tie the knot, 
celebrating an impressive anniversary, 
or hoping to start the next chapter of life 
together, this is a gift that will make you 
say “1 do^ 

$475 in sterling silver; gold, palladium, and 
platinum available upon request 

New Gild Jewelers 


4. LEATHER-WRAPPED PEARL 
NECKLACES AND BRACELETS 

From Maxs, these leather-bound freshwa- 
ter pearl necklaces and bracelets make a 
hip, modern statement while maintaining a 
classic elegance. Perfect for everyday or a 
night on the town. A fresh twist on a classic 
piece, these pearl necklaces and bracelets 
are a gift as unique as your love. 

$200 to $1,070 

Max's 


5. ASSORTED ONE-OF-A-KIND 
GEMSTONE RINGS 

From Мах, these rings are designed by 
jewelry designer Jamie Joseph. Her unique 
cuts of stone set in a gold or silver band 
make each ring nothing like the next. Show 
your special someone how much they 
mean to you with a gift that will never be 
repeated. 

$680 to $2,060 

Max's 
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ж 
261 LAVENDER | NOVEMBER 21- DECEMBER 5,2018 | ! lg 
AN AANI 


Love is in the air during the holiday season. From the sweet and spicy 
smells of cinnamon, cranberry and gingerbread to the warm cozy 
feeling of escaping a snowy night and enjoying the soft glow of the 
fireplace, there’s nothing more romantic than the holiday season. So 
why shouldn't your gift for that special someone be just as thoughtful, 
romantic, and—of course—sparkly? 

Give a gift that will make your significant other’s jaw drop to the floor. 
Pick from these unique and gorgeous jewelry items to say “Happy 
Holidays,’ and mean it. 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


IDEN тА Т 


Licensed Psychologist * 612-990-0649 


Hours by appointment Wednesday - Friday 


Й d Convenient Midway Location 
Theeapy Gentes 2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


REINVENT ; 
REVIVE \ LA 
| PAUL AMBLE DDS 


= REDESIGN 
763.780.2944 
TJBRemodeling.com 
Jason@TJBhomes.com 


> amt JASON T. BUDZYNSKI grandavenvedental.com 
LH TIB Homes Remodeling 651.291.9667 


NAT-106860-1 
North Loop - Galleria - Minnetonka - Grand Avenue 


ө e 
InVision Locally owned. Independent designers. 


distinctive eyewear Handmade Quality + Personal Service 


Ке, му: =: 
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Gift that special someone in your life with hair and 
Skin care products from Minnesota companies. 


1. BEARD OIL FROM AVERAGE 

BROS COMPANY 

Average Bros Company's products are made in 
Minneapolis by Bobby Willis and Nate French, two 
childhood friends from northern Minnesota. And 
their scents remind you up time up north with 
names like Sawtooth Mountain Cedar Citrus andThe 
Workshop. They use all-natural ingredients, meaning 
you aren't splashing chemicals all over your face. 
l've grown to really like their beard oil; they also sell 
four beard balm scents along with an aloe-based 
aftershave balm. Average Bros Co. beard oil is 
about half the price of what you'll buy at specialty 
shops. All of their products run between $15-17 Their 
products are currently available at barbershops, 
salons and specialty shops in eight states as well as 
on their website. 

$16 


2. HAIRCUT AT THE BARBER SHARP 

You won't see big screen televisions atThe Barber 
Sharp in Northeast Minneapolis. Instead, you'll find 
good conversation, cans of PBR, and barbers who 
know how to make customers look good. The secret 
of this barber shop, which opened in 2010, is making 
the rounds. Walk inside on a Saturday and you'll 
likely encounter a wait to see one of their seven 
barbers. They do take appointments over the phone 
(I would strongly encourage doing that). If you do 
walk in, The Barber Shop's website has a webcam 
that will let you know when it's time to get a new 
look. In addition to the classic haircut, they provide 
men’s facials for $20 (worth it), razor shaves and you 
can get a neck trim for only $5. Owner Kelly Sharp is 
a proprietor for Barber Shop Sharp, which makes a 
line of beard oils selling for $25 a bottle. The Barber 
Sharp is closed Sundays and Mondays. 

$22 

349 13th Ave. NE, Minneapolis, MN 


3. "FULL-SERVICE CLEANUP" 
AT HEIMIE'S HABERDASHERY 
Heimie's Haberdashery, overlooking Rice Park in 
downtown Saint Paul, is my go-to spot when | need 
a new suit. They're reasonably priced, high quality 
and the customized service is superb. But they're 
known for more than fine threads. Heimie's also has 
a barber shop and services don't break the bank. 
Basic haircuts start at $25 and facials are $40. In the 
last couple years, owner Anthony Andler expanded 
and altered the store to create semi-private spaces 
where a groom and his wedding party can get ready. 
Heimie's Barber Shop offers wedding day clean-ups 
which will freshen everyone for photos, including 
same day shoe shines and shirt pressing. Gift cards 
are available for clothing and barber services. The 
staff at Heimie's know what they're doing; they have 
made Minnesota men look good since 1921. 
400 St Peter St., St Paul, ММ 
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Life changes for the better when you take pride іп your 
appearance. Confidence skyrockets and you end up with 
more pep in your step. Heck, it might even help you land a 
number when you're out at the bar. 

However, maintaining a daily beauty routine isn't cheap, 
especially when you tally all of the products you need in the 
morning. Fortunately, there are quality businesses based right 
here in Minnesota offering hair and skin care products, along 
with services, at a fraction of the cost. And whether they're 
for yourself or as a gift, it's always good to buy local! 


гихикү 
SANDALWGI 


Make sure 
your business, 
organization or event 
is part of 


LAVENDER’S 
2019 
PRIDE PAGES! 


Minnesota’s 
annual GLBT guide 
featuring GLBT-friendly 
businesses, organizations 
and wedding resources. 


Deadline: 
December 12, 2018 
Published: 
January 3, 2019 


STANDARD 


© 


& AIR CONDITIONING 


1 2,000+ online reviews * over 475,000 с 


Family-Owned Since 1930 
Smart Club™ ЖҮОР 


Maintenance Plan INSTALL CONFIDEN 


Service On All Brands 


Additions & Dormers / Kitchens & Bathrooms / Custom Cabinetry 
Whole House Renovation / Porches & Sun Rooms / Finished Basements 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 29 


/4- 


Gilt Guide ` 


ДУА, 
\ 
(Жї 


| 
47 
Ж. 


I һауе incorporated more Minnesota-based products іп my morning routine. 


By Mike Marcotte 


Неге are others I love and respect. 


AVEDA 

Headquarters in Blaine with stores 
inside Mall of America, Southdale, 
and the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
International Airport 

І have seen a difference using 
Aveda’s Invati line of products, which 
help reduce hair loss. | recently ran 
out of their scalp revitalizer, and after 
a couple weeks, noticed that my hair 
was falling out faster. The higher 
price point —$19 to $65 a bottle—is 
worth it. 


BEESPA 
І use BeeSpa's Hand and Foot Cream 


BREVENA 

My morning (and evening) routine 
includes BREVENA. The technology 
they use to create their moisturizers 
and creams are what doctors 

use to treat traumatized skin in 
burn centers. Their products have 

a higher price point, but a little 
goes a long way. One container 
typically lasts two to three months. 
If you're looking for a great gift, try 
their Essentials Starter Set, which 
is currently $59 on their website. 

It includes their Daily Hydration 
Moisturizer, the Restore & Hydrate 
Overnight Cream and their Foot & 
Heel Repair which will tackle dry, 


CAMWELL 

CamWell skin care products are 
natural and non-toxic. The specialize 
in products for those in radiation 
and chemotherapy treatments. They 
also have a line for newborns, which 
would be a perfect gift for a new 
mom you know. 


INTELLIGENT NUTRIENTS 
Founded by Horst Rechelbacher, 

the man behind Aveda, Intelligent 
Nutrients makes hair and skin care 
products along with essential oils 
and even bug repellent. In 2008, they 
revealed the first USDA certified 


WORKER B 

In addition to candles, Worker B 
offers a skincare line of products, 
including lip balm, scented lotions 
and honey scrubs. Check out their 
new store inside Saint Paul's Keg and 
Case. You can miss them — just look 
for the hive of bees which live inside 
the building. 


For GLBT travel guides and more 
showcasing the best of Minnesota, 
check out Mike's website, www. 
givemethemike.com. You can also 
watch him deliver weekend event 
picks on КЅТР5 Twin Cities Live. 


on my cuticles every morning. Their 
products are made with beeswax, 
shea butter and essential oils. The 
$30 jar will last many months. 


cracked feet. 


organic hair care line. 


Linden Hills Roastery 
2730 W. 43rd St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55410 
612-920-6344 
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www.coffeeandtealtd.com 


[КЕЕ ТЕД 


COFFEE ROASTER & ТЕА IMPORTER оҳ ү THE FRESHEST & FINEST! 


OVER 120 VARIETIES 
OF COFFEE & 160 
FINE TEAS 


Since 1976, offering tastes from 
all around the world in one 
place. Come in for a custom 


brewed cup and experience the 
freshest and finest. 


OFFER aud ТВА u” 


Mall of America 
1st Floor in Sears 
Bloomington, MN 55425 
952-854-2883 


Elizabeth Cloutier 


PFLAG Member 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES ра. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


FAMILY/DIVORCE/CUSTODY 
DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS/DISSOLUTION 
PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENTS 
SPERM/EGG DONOR AGREEMENTS 
SURROGACY 
GAY MARRIAGE ADVICE 
SECOND/STEP PARENT ADOPTION 
INJURIES/AUTO ACCIDENTS 
PROBATE 
WILLS & TRUSTS 
BUSINESS LAW 
EMPLOYMENT LAW 
Convenient Downtown Skyway Connected Offices 


612.332.5100 


Free Initial Consultation 
1005 Historic Lumber Exchange Building | 10 S. 5th St. Minneapolis, MN 55402 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE 


WWW.CLOUTIER-LAW.COM 


You found the One, CA us do the ей! 


Ceremony & reception at one location. No need to Бе a member! 


DEARPATIT 


golf and country club 


Please visit our website at www.bearpathgolf.com or contact 
Kim Davis or Katie Dix in our Catering Office at (952) 975.5252 


Fett 4% 


Rosemary Ann Davis 


"Before They Left Usa "2 beautifut 

memorial to a place and-time that cha 
athe gay community forever. 
ieu. _ 


In Before They Left Us, Rosemary Davis explores the streets of 19705 San Francisco to find her identity, 
both as a woman and as an artist. In her firsthand account, she presents the people, politics and history 
surrounding her. From the news of the International Hotel's demolition, to the assassinations of her gay 
supervisor Harvey Milk and Democratic mayor George Moscone, to the onset of AIDS, Before They Left 
Us reveals one young woman's leap from a blue-collar Catholic neighborhood in Milwaukee to 
California's gay Main Street — the Castro. 


The haunting stories in the memoir Before They Left Us capture the last crazy days of disco and move us 
into the onset of AIDS. Rosemary Davis illustrates the life stories of one a generation soon to be lost and 
describes her journey into a community that helped her blossom as a friend, sister, artist, activist and 
witness. 


Available in Hardcover, Paperback and e-book. 
Published by Old Road Publishing 
www.rosemaryanndavis.com 
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METEORITE + DINO BONE 


EXTRAORDINARY GIFTS 


EXTENDED BLACK FRIDAY SALE 


25% OFF STOREWIDE 


МОУ. 23 - 26 


651.321.9267 
jewelrybyjohan.com 
JEWELRY RE-IMAGINED 
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1. CIRCULATING QUEERNESS: BEFORE 
THE GAY AND LESBIAN NOVEL 
Natasha Hurley 

University of Minnesota Press 

$27 

While "GLBT/ or "Gay Studies" areas 

now exist in local booksellers, Natasha 
Hurley examines the emergence of gay and 
lesbian novels in a time that literature not 
only reflected the homosexual and lesbian 
experience, but helped create those lives. 
Citing "rogue circulation’ Hurley concludes 
that early queer texts breached their 
boundaries, penetrating the consciousness 
of others in unpredictable ways. 


2. SOUTHERN DECADENCE 

IN NEW ORLEANS 

Howard Phillips Smith & Frank Perez 
Louisiana State University Press 

$36 

Celebrating Southern Decadence's spirit 

of camaraderie, Smith and Perez present 

a history of what is now the "second-most 
profitable festival in New Orleans.” Founded 
in 1972, modest Decadence burgeoned, now 
drawing thousands worldwide to cavort 
over Labor Day weekend. Histories and 
photographs will delight those attending 
March's Mardi Gras, and give tips to 
prepare celebrants for a NOLA return next 
September. 


3. COZZI COVE: HAPPY ENDINGS 
Joe Cosentino 

Joe Cosentino 

$4.99 Kindle, $10.99 paperback 

Beach reading isn't only for the summer 
months, you know, and the fifth of 
Cosentino's Cozzi Cove series is as replete 
with massive pecs, bulging thighs and... 
well, everything a real beach can offer. Will 
Cal and Michael sell Cozzi Cove? Are there 
werewolves a-prowl? Will a matchmaker 
rejoin father and son? Well, this is Cozzi 
Cove; dive in. 


4. THE RIGHT TO BE OUT: SEXUAL 
ORIENTATION AND GENDER IDENTITY 
IN AMRICA’S PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Stuart Biegel 

University of Minnesota Press 

$22.95 

In this timely, updated second edition 
(originally published in 2010), Biegel 
continues to explore changes in legal issues 
involving GLBT rights for students and 
educators. What, in particular, is involved 

in an individual's right to be out? Biegel 
examines the social and political factors 

as well the rights implicit in the First 

and Fourteenth Amendments, offering 
information and strategies. 
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By E.B. Boatner 


Circulating Queerness 


BEFORE THE GAY AND 
LESBIAN NOVEL 


NATASHA HURLEY 


Second Edition 


STUART BIEGEL 


Р g “SPLASHY, PEPPY, 
Á SUGAR-SPRINKLED 
б ENTERTAINMENT” 


The Musical 


Press Night presented by Oeus 


DEC 5 - 50 651.224.4222 UU ш е TTE 
TTY 651.282.3100 РАН ОС 
SPIRE 4 
ORDWAY.ORG 
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5. CONFESSIONS OFTHE FOX 

Jody Rosenstein 

One World 

$27 

Rosenstein's debut novel is an unsettling 
fabric woven from Jack Shepard's purported 
hidden memoir (SeeThreepenny Opera), 
recently found and stolen by purported 
professor, Dr. R. Noth, currently pursued 
by his college overlords as he footnotes his 
own tale. Here, Jack is a trans man, fugitive 
with his lover, Bess. And that's it: the tale 
just gets darker and creepier. 


6. CALYPSO 

David Sedaris 

Little, Brown 

$28 

Set against Sedaris' purchase of Sea 
Section, a beach house, for his remaining 
family's pleasure, these stories are, as 
always, hilarious, but are haunted by the 
failings of one's aging self and the shades of 
those gone forever from the Sedaris orbit, 
especially the youngest sibling, Tiffany, dead 
of suicide in 2013. Dark, funny, longer lasting 
than your Christmas fruitcake. 


7. MAX: THE ANTI-BULLYING BULLDOG 
Jackie Levine; Ill. Christopher Straub 
Jackie Levine 

$18 

Illustrated by local artist Christopher Straub, 
Levine's tale follows Max, who only wanted 
to be accepted. But large and gruff, he was 
snubbed by other denizens of the dog park, 
and himself turned into an angry bully. 
How Max turned himself —and the others— 
around offers a clear, visual lesson on how 
we can change ourselves for better and 
happier. 


8. MAKING OSCAR WILDE 

Michele Mendelssohn 

Oxford University Press 

$24.95 

A vital element of Mendelssohn's new Wilde 
biography was sparked by a Currier and 
Ives poster of Wilde as an Afro'd black man 
and two black women. Touring America in 
1882, Wilde was discovering that the lrish (of 
which he was one) and the blacks occupied 
the same low—lowest— social rung. There's 
much more to this book, but this theme is 
unique and relevant. 
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By Е.В. Boatner 


JORDY ROSENBERG 


CONFESSIONS 


of the 


Ё 


A NOVEL 


DAVID SEDARIS 


CALYPSO 


| ; 
| MICHELE MENDELSSOHN 


‘All’ Apps & Tap Cocktails) 


OFF: Signature Cocktails 


3 Deliver ry available! 


NIC 
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Make the holidays memorable for all. 

Give a Minnesota Zoo membership. Starting at $59, 
it’s the easiest way to spread cheer all year. 
Every sale benefits programs that provide free access 
to the Minnesota Zoo for those who need it most. 
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From significant others to parents to children to 
coworkers, holiday shopping can be exhausting—both 
for you and the wallet. But when it comes to our 
most beloved, there isn't a gift we wouldn't give or a 
cent we wouldn't spend to see the light in their eyes, 
the drool on their chins, and the wag in their tails. 
That's right, it's time to shop for our pets! 


1. PAW WAX 

From Pet Wants Minneapolis Southern 
Metro, Pet Wants Paw Wax is great for 
healing cracked, burnt, 

or injured paw pads. This wax is homemade 
with therapeutic oils and other natural 
ingredients. Not only is this product great— 
and safe—for your furry friends, but it also 
works great on your own cuticles. 

$8 

Pet Wants Minneapolis 


2. DOG BEHAVIORAL CONSULTATIONS 
From Lofty Dogs, these behavioral 
consultations are perfect for addressing 
any training, behavioral, or relationship 
concerns you might have with your dog. 
Lofty Dogs believes that all dogs are 
capable of good behavior, they just need to 
be properly taught how. 

$120 for two-hour session 

Lofty Dogs 


3. PET WANTS DRY DOG 

AND CAT FOOD 

From Pet Wants Minneapolis Southern 
Metro, these dry dog and cat foods 

are fresh and formulated with special 
ingredients to nourish your dog during all 
stages of life. Slow cooked in small batches 
to maintain nutrition, these dog and cat 
foods are always fresh, only up to a couple 
of weeks old as opposed to the standard 
month-old food seen in warehouses and 
retail stores. 

$2.50 to $3.50 per pound 

Pet Wants Minneapolis 


4. DOG WALKING SERVICES 

From Come, Sit, Stay, these dog walking 
services are perfect for any pup. Whether 
you're at work late, stuck in traffic, or just 
unable to get home in time, Come, Sit, Stay 
is happy to help. They offer walks for 15, 30, 
45, or 60 minutes. 

Starting at $15 per visit 

Come, Sit, Stay 


5. PETCHATZ DIGITAL DAYCARE 

From PetChatz, this digital daycare allows 
for all-day interaction with your pets, 

no matter where you are. With two-way 
video chats, treat dispensing, calming 
aromatherapy, brain games, pet-to-parent 
messaging, and entertainment with DOGTV, 
PetChatz is perfect for any pet (or owner...) 
that struggles with separation anxiety. 
$349.99 

PetChatz 
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20 DOWNTOWN DOGS 


DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS’ 
BEST DOG DAYCARE 
5 BOARDING! 


. МЕ ACCEPT ALL BREEDS 
_ AT DOWNTOWN DOGS 


мее АТ 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55405 


- ға 


GROOMING SERVICES! 
e < D Ж 0 
[612] 374-3647 
WWW.DTDOGS.COM 


FACEBOOK.COM/DOWNTOWN-DOGS-DOG-DAYCARE-AND-BOARDING 


JOIN US FOR OUR 
Twin Cities | Ballet W, ортасы 
| i : 


OF MINNESOTA 


: Е | afa - ғ 
: (ил&йй. Wid: 
МатсваскЕК ..: 


П DECEMBER 7-9, 2018 py 
А BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND! 
^l 


Фиу Like Hert 


т JANUARY 11-13, 2019 E 


AMES CENTER TICKETS TwinCitiesBallet.org 


12600 NICOLLET AVE * BURNSVILLE * MN 


FREE PARKING & INFO 952-452-3163 
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Every family or group of friends is guaranteed to 
have at least one major sports fan, so you'll have a 
good excuse to get one of these awesome sporty and 
athletic gifts for your special someone to wear out on 
the town or in the stands at the game. 


1. WOOF HOODIE 

Winter months in Minnesota are typically brutal, so 
we always need our trusty sweatshirts and hoodies 
to keep us all warm “п toasty. This also applies to 
those who exercise and work out in the colder 
weather, so local athletic wear company Prideletics 
has you covered! This comfy cotton/polyester blend 
hoodie will keep you warm while getting fit. 

$35 

Prideletics 


2. MN UNITED FC MITCHELL & NESS 
EQUALIZER TEE 

Want to bring out your inner soccer star? The 
Minnesota United FC's got you! This slick athletic 
t-shirt is made with a polyester mesh jersey material, 
perfect for staying cool in the warm summer months 
while kickin' it on the field with your friends. 

$89.99 

Minnesota United FC 


3. SIGNATURE SPORTS TEE 

Prideletics has built a pretty righteous theme around 
its wares: showing off your Pride. This ring-spin 
cotton/polyester t-shirt is perfect for GLBT athletes 
and allies hoping to get in a workout while showing 
off your rainbow colors! 

$25 

Prideletics 


4. MINNESOTA TWINS RAINBOW BALLCAP 
Ready to root for the Twins and show off your Pride? 
Toss on this gorgeous New Era adjustable cap with 

a brilliant rainbow brim and a multicolor rendition of 
theTwins logo. 

$30 

MinnesotaTwins 


5. COLUMBIA HARBORSIDE PULLOVER 
SWEATER 

Get ready for true comfort with Columbia's 
handsome midweight fleece pullover sweater, 
featuring a snap enclosure and mock neck. This is а 
perfect way to show off your support for Minnesota 
United while staying warm in the winter. 

$89.99 

Minnesota United FC 


6. MINNESOTA TWINS PRIDE TEE 

The Minnesota Twins are proud supporters of the 
GLBT community, and this fabulous t-shirt is perfect 
for any ballgame excursion... or any time, for that 
matter! This 47Brand navy cotton tee boasts a terrific 
rainbow version of the Twins logo that'll guarantee а 
great addition to your wardrobe. 

$30 

MinnesotaTwins 
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(Re)Opening Dec. 2, 2018 


MINNESOTA MUSEUM 
st. paul | mmaa.org | 


of AMERICAN ART 


AA. COUNTRY N 
ыл Ба ` 
{б < = Op b 


Sy Xx HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


= 


‹ %%, \ 
/ (CONCERTS) \ 
[| FOR THE —) 
| HOLIDAYS) | / i ) 
. erro MON, DEC 31 2018 


Keri Noble THE BEST 
NEW YEAR'S EVE 
A Kat Perkins BASH IN TOWN 
Christmas 


Give the Gift of 


Rock & Roll Entertainment! 


Christmas Show 
t GIFT CARD 


Celtic Holiday Hooley 


A Three Tenors 


Christmas Available in any amount 
and good forever! 


Christmas on the Prairie 


An Andy & Bing 
Christmas 


952.934.1525 ChanhassenDT.com 
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During the holiday season, my outfit of choice is almost constantly 
cozy flannel pajamas. Okay, so maybe that’s my outfit of choice year- 


1. SATEEN SHEET SET round, but either way, the holiday season is all about surrounding 

From Bokser Home ааа нец ourself with the ones you love, things that make you ha and 

sheet set is the ultimate luxury y y 7. 9 y 2 рру, А 
bedding. They’re made from clothes that make you feel comfortable. So why not give the great gift 
100 percent long staple cotton; of comfort and style to the ones closest to you? 

sofito the ‘eich. Wrap vor loved Pick from this list of clothes and accessories to show the one you love 
one in comfort with this sateen that they deserve to be stylish, but more importantly, they deserve to 
sheet set. be comfortable. 


$39 to $109 
bokserhome.com 


2. SCOUT JUMPING FOXTEE 
From Scout, this American Apparel 
tri-blend oatmeal tee is perfect 

for the playful kid-at-heart in your 
life. Designed by local illustrator 
Tou Yia Xiong, this tee doesn't just 
support local artists, but it is also 
perfect for anyone with a unique 
fashion sense. 

$32 

scoutstyleshop.com 


3. KATIN BLACK MARBLE 
BEANIE 

From Scout, this acrylic knit 
black marble beanie will keep 
your special someone’s head 
warm during these chilly, snowy 
holidays. The unique galactic 
design will surely earn the wearer 
plenty of compliments—and the 
gift-giver plenty of “thank you's”! 
$20 

scoutstyleshop.com 


4. CREATURE LADY’S WALLET 
From Christopher Straub, this 
lady's wallet will add some color 
to your special someone's purse 
for sure. With its vibrant pop of 
purple, this wallet has plenty of 
pockets and compartments for 
cash, change, and maybe even a 
snack or two (we can only hope.) 
$10 (discounted from $85) 
christopherstraub.com 


5. PRIDESICLE TEE 

From Christopher Straub, this 
PRIDEsicle tee is the perfect gift 
for anyone in your life who has 
pride for themselves, pride for 
who they love, and—as any true 
Minnesotan does—pride for their 
state. With unisex sizing, these 
shirts are available for men, 
women, children, and anyone in 
between. 

$13 

christopherstraub.com 
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Pamela М Petersen 
Pamela Petersen Agency 


(651) 439-8442 
(651) 336-4615 


[INSURANCE D 


Hi, I'm Brad Bemowski 
and I want to be 
your Realtor. 


A Realtor you can count on! 


x Brad Bemowski Re tate 
SB Coldwell Banker Burnet 
== 651-368-6761 brad@cbburnet.com 


Paid for by the Brad Bemowski Campaign to Be Your Realtor, 2! 


, Julie Childs 


MSW, LICSW, LADC 
Psychotherapist 


Individual and Couples Therapy. 
Specializing in depression, anxiety, 
family of origin, abuse, trauma, 
coming out issues, life transitions, 


addictions, clinical supervision. 


Experienced. Nonjudgmental, 
collaborative, respectful and caring approach. 
Office: (651) 783-5656 
2353 Rice Street, Suite 214, Roseville, MN 55113 
jchildstherapy@gmail.com 


Visit BigGayNews.com for your 
weekday news featuring 
Local, National and 
International GLBT News. 


763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


-- 71 hall 
Davina М. Baldwin 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 


COLDUJCLL 
BANKGR HG 


BURNET aa 


"The Professional Service 
and Results you Deserve” 


Marilyn arine 


experience, Serious | 


Marilyn Farinella, GRI 
612.644.0451 


mfarinella @cbburnet.com 
www.MarilynFarinella.com 


ommunity!" 


7 THRIVENT 
FINANCIAL 


What Is Your Enough? 
Patti Powell 


Financial Associate 
Twin Cities Region 


Office: 763-252-4447 

9220 Bass Lake Rd. Suite 385 
New Hope MN 55428 

Email: patti.powell@thrivent.com 


OUTLOUD ) 


PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS 


Outloud Promotions is a full service 
branded merchandise agency creating 
high impact promotional products. 


LGBT Certified Business 


outloudpromos.com 
shout@outloudpromos.com 
952-456-8372 


612-805-8880 


Call for your FREE Home Evaluation! 
www.WeSellMNHomes.com 


/í 
RESULTS £% 


Amy Ruzick, RE/MAX Results 
651-492-1044 


Kay T. Johnson, RSS 
612-802-8261 


noplacelikehome@results.net 
facebook.com/noplacelikehome.info 
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With the holiday season upon us, it’s time to look 
for the best gifts that fit our loved ones of all ages. 
Here’s a collection of gifts that would be perfect to 
gift the older adults in your life. 


1. BEFORE THEY LEFT US 

Written by author Rosemary Ann Davis, 
this memoir takes us back to 1970s 

San Francisco, chronicling the people 

and politics surrounding the narrator, a 
Midwest transplant living in the Castro 
neighborhood. This story recounts the 
assassination of Harvey Milk and the onset 
of the AIDS epidemic. 

$7.99 (E-Book), $14.99 (paperback), $24.99 
(hardcover) 

Old Road Publishing 


2. BEEPS & BOOPS RETRO OTTOMAN 
Designed by Love and Upholstery, this 
delightful custom-made ottoman is the 
perfect way to kick up your feet after a long 
day. Made with vintage print fabric, as well 
as wool and leather accents, this colorful 
footrest will make for a great addition to 
your living room. 

$185 

MidModMen+friends 


3. ROBERT MARC 896 IN COLOR 
QUARTZ 

Looking to add some classy retro flair 
to your eyewear? Then check out these 
spectacles from Robert Marc NYC, 
stylistically influenced by NewYork and 
French savoir-faire. These glasses are 
offered in a variety of unique colors and 
premium materials to give you a chic look 
for the new year. 

$425 


InVision Distinctive Eyewear 


4. CUSTOM-MADE PICTURE FRAMES 
Future Framing, owned by local framer 
and art installer Miles Taylor, offers up 
affordable picture frames created with local 
wood and acid-free materials to ensure the 
protection of your art and photos. These 
are perfect to preserve your cherished 
memories and artistic treasures. 

Starting at $50 

Future Framing 


5. MINNESOTA ZOO MEMBERSHIP 
You don't need to be a kid to enjoy all 

that Mother Nature has to offer at Apple 
Valley's famed Minnesota Zoo! You and/ 
or a loved one can meet a fabulous coterie 
of animals and learn about the value of 
natural conservation by getting a one-year 
Zoo membership (single, dual, household, 
or grandparents). 

$59-159 

Minnesota Zoo 
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"He may have dementia, but he is still the love of my life." “The greatest gilt you c сап ge : 
Our quality caregivers have received custom training. ‘fouenne e 


Your dementia caregiver will: 
e Implement proven practices for dementia care 
e Follow strategies to decrease challenging dementia behavior 
ө Meet physical and emotional needs 
e Engage in meaningful activities 
Count on us for specialized dementia care when you need it! 
With ComForCare at your side, you can expect customized care that focuses 
on your loved one's needs and preferences and so much more. 


is the care and support 
SLE 
DementiaWise 


92" 7 04 
Paula Anderson, MS, LADC, Owner-Manager | Robert Reynnells, Owner-Manager 


Creating Better Days 
(651) 333-4244 | ComForCare.com Let's talk about The Terraces at Abiitan's 


unique Inclusive Assisted Living rate and 


Lifetime Price-lock" and what that could 
mean for you and your loved one. 
washburn-mcreavy. 27 
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services 


Call for our list of the five important things 
to look for when spending time with aging 
loved ones this holiday season! 


612.504.5202 


* This special pricing offer is limited. 


Contact us for more information. 


THE 


TERRACES 
~~ ATABIITAN 


55+ Independent Living 
Assisted Living | Memory Care 


e 612.504.5202 


www.abiitan.org 


Advanced planning 
is a gift of love. 


Show your family 
you care. 


For a FREE planning guide 
please call 612.377.7841 


428 South 2nd Street Minneapolis, MN 55401 
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HELMET: In Minnesota, Wisconsin, North 
Dakota, and South Dakota, the law is that you 
have to wear a helmet if you are 17 years of 

age and older. lowa does not require a helmet 

to ride. No matter the law, it is always good to 
have head protection when you ride. Helmets can 
range from a basic open-faced helmet that can 
cost as low as $159, to a highly advanced one 
with a rearview camera and face view display for 
upwards of $1,700. In-between is a helmet that 
will protect you from an injury, if your motorcycle 
in involved in an accident. Ride safe, always! 


RIDING GEAR: The key is to be protected 
when riding, rather than looking cool. A lot of 
riders do not wear jackets or riding pants/chaps, 
but that does not mean that you cannot be cool 
or warm and be protected when you ride. Jackets 
can start around $100 and can go upwards to 
$1,800, depending on style and material. Riding 
pants or chaps can also start at around $100 and 
go upwards. You can also get riding jeans, too. 
They also have protective material woven into 
them. It is also suggested for serious riders to 
consider base layers for fall riding and other 
protective gear underneath your jackets. 


RIDING GLOVES: то continue the 
protection theme here, it is always good to have 
a great set of riding gloves and some boots to 
finish your riding wardrobe. Gloves range from 
the type of use to protect against wind and 
weather. Gloves can cost from $40 up to $400. 


RIDING SHOES AND BOOTS: Riding 
shoes and boots also range in terms of weather 
protection and use. All of these footwear options 
are designed to handle the heat and protection 
from the engine and exhaust. We found footwear 
to range from $100 upwards towards $500. 


LED LIGHTS: Most motorcycles on the road 
are running on standard or halogen lighting. It is 
proven that LED lighting emits a longer beam and 
a brighter light overall. You can also add side LED 
lights to the end of your handlebar grips, replace 
the rear brake light and turn signals front and 
back. Better vision means improved safety. 
revivalcycles.com/products 
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By Randy Stern 


This year’s gift guide will focus on a vehicle our community loves 
very much: the motorcycle. They are always up front of every Pride 


parade and they are our symbol of absolute freedom. 


Get your motor running for these wonderful holiday gifts for you and 


your motorcycle. 
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— ® Swed ish Our Motto: 


М ) М otors Do it right or not at all! 


The Twin Cities’ premiere independent 
Volvo Sales & R op 


432 11th Ave. S. * Hopkins Б Ed Lee 

Conveniently located off UM MAREE 

клы кешш: Blvd. Ма Arnold 

Justin Christenson е Funeral Director 
О ШЕ: www.swedishmotorsmn.com 

Jason Schuck 

Directors Assistant 


Join our Team of Caregivers 


Right at Home is seeking compassionate, caring and reliable people who are E 
David Lee Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services 


interested in working together to accomplish our mission: Improving the 
Quality of Life for Those We Serve. 

We provide flexible, rewarding, part-time employment for caring people that 
want to help seniors live at home. Visit our Website to Apply. 


952-473-5577 
www.davidleefuneralhome.com 
2012 Business of the Year - 1220 East Wayzata Boulevard 
Wayzata, Minnesota 55391 

24 


pew Where Service is Tradition. 27 


Right Approach. Right Mission 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 45 


me 


A 
= 2 
ю 710.2 


Vk 


Holiday Gilt Guide ^ M" 


» 


BACKPACKS: Don't just get anything to carry your work gear—or to 
bring your stuff with you on a weekend ride. Lately, backpacks have been the 
preferred way to bring your stuff while commuting by motorcycle. They now 
have bags that include pockets for your laptop, tablet, and other electronics— 
all with extra protection for riding. Backpacks run from $18 to $899, with 
varying degrees of protection, comfort, and capacity. 


SADDLEBAGS: Saddlebags also run the variety from soft-sided cases to 
color-matched hard cases with enough capacity for a weekend's full of clothes 
and toiletries. You could get that detaches from the bike and can roll right 

into your hotel. Pricing range from $16 to $1,350, depending on the material, 
mounting, and make/model of your motorcycle. Make sure you have the 
hardware installed before putting on those bags. 


WHERE DO YOU СЕТ ALL OF THESE GIFT ITEMS? our 
friends at Osseo Motorsports is one stop. Any motorcycle shop can set you 
up with all of these ready to ride. There are also a lot of online stores you can 
shop from, including the manufacturers. Plus, choose your gifts according to 
the type of motorcycle your rider has and the kind of riding they do. 


wea LAN By Randy S 
AM N y handy Stern 
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GREAT GIFT IDEAS 
FOR PACKAGES 
OF ALL SIZES! 


612-872-8448 
109 W GRANT STREET 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55403 


м 


Roya Moltaji, сер, сһғс”, сА$1”, ADPA™, САР” 


Senior Financial Planner, Special Needs Financial Planner 
Financial Services Representative 


2013 Quorum Business Leader of the Year 
100 S 5th St, Suite 2450, 
Minneapolis MN 55402 


rmoltaji@financialguide.com Н P 1 
Call Roya today at Charterpoint ae 
952-769-2 1 26 A member of the гане A Group 
|; WWW.ROYAMOLTAJI.COM 


| am a registered representative of and offer securities, investment advisory, and financial planning services through 
MML Investors Services, LLC, Member SIPC (www.SIPC.org). 100 5 5^ St, Suite 2450, Minneapolis MN 55402 
612-330-4647 


JERRY А BURG "Жы E MARIE anc 
ATTORNEY AT LAW | q | ] ROSETTA 


Over 20 Years Experience in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense 
Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. * Minneapolis j AANS : 
(612) 822-0865 ' ^e : .“ 651.291.7005 
www.jerryaburg.com 2% AN 1 PARK SQUARE parksquaretheatre.org 


THEATRE 


MINT ORTHODONTICS 
Geoff Sudit DDS, MS 


) 


Get the perfect smile 
you've always wanted. 


Plus 
* Invisalign treatment 
* Fewer office visits 


* Customizable payment 301 N Washington Ave. 
plans Minneapolis 


jdhoyts.com 
(612) 338-1560 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email advertis- 
ing @lavendermagazine.com. 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS - on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-IFE (5433) 


www.aliveness.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 

Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals to 
participate in research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 


www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner for 
a diverse business community. 

18 N. 12th St., Ste. 3606 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. 5th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Clinic 555, St. Paul 

Whether it's a fling or a serious thing 

- get tested. Sexual health clinic. Down- 
town St. Paul. Offering PrEP. 

555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 

clinic555.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! Of- 
fering respectful, affordable sexual health 
services to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www familytreeclinic.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., Ath Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 
www.reddoorservices.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
KFAI Radio - 90.3 FM (MPLS) 106.7 
FM (STP) 

Home of “Fresh Fruit”, the longest run- 
ning weekly Queer radio show in the 
country, celebrating 40 years! Listen on 
air or online. 

Bailey Building - 1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 

(612) 341-3144 

www.KFAl.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of 
your vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


MUSIC 

Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (KUOM) is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children's Theatre Company 

Children's Theatre Company creates 
theatre that educates, challenges and 
inspires. Values: Imagination, Excellence, 
Respect, Inclusion. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-0400 


www.childrenstheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 

Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities' best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 
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Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty: breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, 
MN 55102 

(612) 333-6669 


mnopera.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
Hosting, presenting, and creating per- 
forming arts and educational programs 
that enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building com- 


munity through music and offers entertain- 


ment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 
www.tcgmc.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, volun- 
teers, board members. Contact us today. 
2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Central Lutheran Church 

Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 


Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 


Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic Com- 


munity. Bold Outreach. 
511 Groveland Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Parkview United Church of Christ 
No matter who you are, or where you 
are on life's journey, you are welcome 
here! 

3737 Bellaire Ave. 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 429-3346 


www.mnparkviewucc.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, Transforming. 
Find us on Facebook and Twitter 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wher- 
ever you are on your faith journey, St 
Mark's welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


United Methodist Reconciling Churches 
Congregations around Minnesota that 
intentionally welcome all people regard- 
less of sexual orientation or gender 
identity. 


www.mnrcumc.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota 
Making a difference in communities 
across Minnesota. Helping Minnesota 
students and seniors with personalized 
services that promote independent, 
healthy & abundant lives. 

(651) 310-9440 


www. lssmn.org 


TRAVEL 

Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels 
and B&Bs. Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 


www.visitduluth.com 


100 


International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and 
live ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 


Minnesota Zoo 

Our mission is to connect people, 
animals and the natural world to save 
wildlife. 

13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley, MN 55124 


mnzoo.org 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING HOME SERVICES 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & R ә REMOVALS 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


or. & Commercial Services 
NO product sales ISA Ci 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


ATTORNEYS 


JEAN M. GUSTAFSON - Estate Law: Probate & 
Trust, Guardianship & Conservatorship, Child Pro- 
tection, Mental Health Law. Licensed: Minnesota, 
South Dakota, Utah. MN Lavender Bar Association 
Greater Minnesota Fellowship Recipient, 2017. 
(218) 454-2039, GusLaw.net. 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 65 Years! 


2 Trimming * Chipping * Stump | Grinding. 
Storm Dé Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Р! 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 
Шам алалы 


(HAGENS 2222) 


FREE = All жч чеши 


952. 854. 3800 


Commercial & Residential 


Serving you for over 100 years! S=SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


алыш $, Moks +6 -872-6і 
WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY. COM 


GUN SHOPS PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 
612-721-4080 
Bill's Monthly Memberships Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 


Белу 2212 5 Star Rated Ranges Emergency Service Available 


“Gin Sho "2 Huge Retail Selection 
ЕД [Ma Training Classes WWW.SODERLIN. COM а 
WWW.BILLSGS.COM SEE YOU AT THE RANGE! Licensed, Bonded & Insured Y 
LICENSE #58002РМ & 3272MB 
HOME SERVICES INSURANCE 
More Options. 
More Discounts. 
ARE à 
HOMEC Auto, Home, Life 
RESTORATION * RENOVATION & Recreational 
MAINTENANCE е REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING + PLASTERING 
BATHROOM = CONCRETE > DECKS • PATIOS Deb Streeter 
FREE ESTIMATES Insurance Agency 


Vou Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMEC AREANDREMODELINGCOM 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


CallToday 952-853-9077 
fg FARMERS 


INSURANCE 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 


Call 612-436-4698 


Marna Reed, MA, LP 


marnareed.com 
m49reedG gmail.com 


612-670-1330 


www.thanancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 Ба 


SERVING OUR COMMUNITY 


BURNET 


612-940-1577 
Kate.Offerdahloyce@CBBurnet.com 
www.offerdahljoycehomes.com 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 100 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
р 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com errem Pagel 


Income Tax Professional 
Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 


SPRING. * 


Home& 
GARDEN т 
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OUR VOICES 


SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


LOSS 


А couple months ago, I was contacted by a re- 
searcher who asked whether the ways I celebrate 
Thanksgiving and Christmas have changed since 
I came out as transgender. My reply was yes, 
there’s been a big change: all holidays—especial- 
ly Christmas—have lost their luster because of 
how they’ve become reminders of what I’ve lost. 

Now the holidays are something for me to 
dread. 

As many know, I came to this party awfully 
late. I didn’t begin to deal with my sexual and gen- 
der identity issues until I was in my late forties; I 
was 52 when I formally transitioned genders and 
introduced “Ellie” to the world. Before then, I had 
lived an incredibly charmed life while presenting 
as an ostensibly straight man. 

My wife Lydia and I, high school sweet- 
hearts, grew up in Cedar Rapids dreaming of 
a life together. Even as teens, we had a “Grand 
Plan”, where I would become a trial lawyer, she 
a retail clothes buyer, and together we'd live in a 
big house raising our kids, along with a big dog. 
Incredibly, all of what we dreamt came to fruition 
in a magnificent way. 

Our 70-year-old house on Knollwood Drive 
was in a neighborhood of quiet streets, expansive 
lawns, and towering oaks. We bought the ugly 
duckling of the neighborhood—it was such an 
eyesore with overgrown evergreens and a dilapi- 
dated front porch—and with much elbow grease 
and money, transformed it into a beautiful bird. 
Before everything in our marriage fell apart, the 
house had undergone three major remodels, in- 
cluding a 1,200 square-foot two story addition. 

Hanging in the dining room of the Knollwood 
house was a wonderful chandelier of gold and 
lights. A part of the room was framed by oak 
wainscoting; rumor had it that Cedar Rapids 
native son Grant Wood was the carpenter who 
installed the paneling. A bank of windows faced 
a quarter-acre lawn with old growth trees and a 
patch of wild flowers. 

When I think of the Knollwood house and my 
old life, I remember the holiday meals that un- 
folded in that dining room. Ours was the holiday 
destination for many and it was common to have 
fifteen or more people around the table laughing, 
talking, being. The room would be filled with the 
sights and smells of turkey or ham, twice baked 
potatoes, green bean casserole, and fresh baked 
Texas rolls. Afterward, there would be desert 
coupled with Chardonnay and the comfort of be- 
ing with my tribe—those who loved me uncon- 
ditionally. 

For the near two decades that I lived in the 
Knollwood house, I fought with myself daily over 
my same-sex attractions and the “silly” idea that 
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I was female. It was a secret battle between heart 
and soul, between love for others and love of my 
authentic self. I engaged in that battle because I 
knew that if my secret pulls and tugs ever sur- 
faced, I would lose all that I cherished, all that 
Lydia and I had built together. 

When we had holiday dinners in the Knoll- 
wood house dining room, the war within me al- 
ways found itself at a truce. 

Seated at the dining room table, looking at my 
soul mate, Lydia, and our two young daughters, 
along with relatives and friends, I would remind 
myself it was for moments like that why I stayed 
true, why I self-sacrificed and why I could never, 
ever become the real me. 

Look around you at this very moment. This is 
the reason we're hanging on, Krug. How in the 
world could you ever leave all of this? Because of 
a stupid idea about being female and liking men? 
Never. 

However, because authenticity will continue 
to shout at you until you listen, and because I 
eventually came to understand that I'd someday 
lay on my deathbed and regret not being me, I 
eventually found the courage to leave. 

Christmas 2005 was the last time I ever had 
a holiday meal at the Knollwood house. By then, 
I had already moved out to begin my "gender 
journey." Lydia and I were in a stalemate, trying 
desperately to find a way to salvage our love and 
nuclear family. I had stayed over on Christmas 
Eve (the last time I ever slept in that house) and 
the ensuing holiday meal in the dining room was 
bittersweet. 

Since then, Christmas has become a time of 
loneliness and occasional despair. I turn down 
most invitations to relative or friends' holiday 
dinners because I don't want sit with others who 
have what I lost. I don't need the reminder of 
what had once been. 

I know that come every January, things will 
change for the better with the annual renewal of 
hope. Perhaps someday I will again find what I lost. 

But perhaps not. li 


Ellen Ellie] Krug is the author of Getting to Ellen: A 
Memoir about Love, Honesty and Gender Change 
(2013). She speaks and trains on diversity and inclu- 
sion topics; visit www.elliekrug.com where you can 
also sign up for her newsletter, The Ripple. She 
welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(@gmail. 
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Buy A Drink. Make A Connection. Have Fun. 


THURSDAY 


DECEMBER 6 « 5:30 - 8:00 PM 
Necollet Island Inn 


HOTEL * RESTAURANT + BAR 


NICOLLET ISLAND INN 
95 MERRIAM ST. * MINNEAPOLIS, MN 
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IAAL ач ра ir: ABOVE & BEYOND 


HOSTED BY JAGUAR LAND ROVER 
OF MINNEAPOLIS 


TWIN CITIES GLBT HAPPY HOUR 
ENJOY COMPLIMENTARY HORS D'OEUVRES PLUS A CHANCE 
TO REGISTER TO WIN GREAT PRIZES! 
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Ап nounc | n g our From Athens to Reykjavik, four of our awarcowinning ships already 


deliver modern luxury Europe vacations like no one else. In 2019, our 
2 0 1 О Е uro 9 e seasoh. latest architectural wonder, Celebrity Edge?, joins them in the Old World. 

Together, they'll visit more than 90 cities in 27 countries, including our 

exciting new ports of Nauplion, Greece; Rijeka, Croatia; and Santa 


N ew ex D e d ences Margherita, Italy. Overnight stays in 16 cities, including Venice, Dublin, 


and Copenhagen, mean you can enjoy the nightlife like a local. In 2019, 


me et t h e O | d Wo rl d А as іп 2018, there's no better way for you to experience Europe than with 


us, voted Best Cruise Line in Europe now eight years in a row. 


For current offers and itineraries: 


1-888-283-6374 | celebrity.com/edge | Call your travel advisor 


® 


Celebrity Cruises? 


SAIL BEYOND BORDERS"? 


All images of Celebrity Edge? are artistic renderings based on current development concepts, which are subject to change without notice: 
Celebrity Edge and Edge are trademarks of Celebrity Cruises. ©2018 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships' registry: Malta and Ecuador. 


